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BUILDER OF THE YEAR  
& MEMBERSHIP GROWTH HONOREE

Robert M. Tedesco
Silverado Custom Homes, Inc.

Hall of Fame 

Janet L. & James D. Compo
James D. Compo Inc.

J
anet and Jim Compo joined BIA in 1970 
after nearly winning the House of Nails 
contest at BIA’s Builders Show. When 

they came to BIA offices for the drawing 
that would determine which of the three tied 
entries would win an all electric home near 13 
Mile and Gratiot, they met Irvin Yackness and 
learned about the Association. They were duly 
impressed and began what has now grown to a 
40 year involvement in the organization.

They began their building business 50 years 
ago, in 1961, building several small commercial 
buildings and remodeling. They currently design 
and build one-of-a-kind custom homes as well 
as continue to remodel homes and buildings. 
During their 57 year marriage, they have created 
a family business that allows them to work with 
their sons and daughters-in-law. Their mission is 
to build the most energy efficient, green, beautiful 
homes with the finest possible design for the 
dollar. Their personal goals for the company are 

to build with “quality, great design and energy 
savings no matter what,” says Janet emphatically. 

Janet is the only woman to have served 
as president of BIA. Some of her other 
accomplishments include being named Builder 
of the Year, Remodeler of the Year, serving on 
the BIA Board of Directors for 20 years and as 
an MAHB Area Vice President for three years. 
She has served continually on both the MAHB 
and NAHB Boards.

Janet and Jim both consider their integral 
involvement in Victoria Park – the first 
Homearama event held in the City of Detroit – as 
one of their most rewarding accomplishments 
along with involvement in a number of Habitat 
for Humanity projects and fundraising for 
Lighthouse of Oakland County. Has BIA 
membership played a role in their professional 
success? “BIA has played a tremendous role 
in our success,” says Jim. “We advise other 
builders to follow our lead and take advantage of 

all the available training. We have both earned our 
CAPS, CGB and CGR designations through BIA.”

Another advantage of being so integrally 
involved in the Association over the years, 
they agree, is that it offers the opportunity to 
mingle with others who often become your best 

teachers and some of your closest friends. n

B
uilding homes for over 100 families in the 
past 10 years is a major accomplishment 
for President and Owner of Silverado 

Custom Homes, Inc., Bob Tedesco. 
Located in Rochester, the company is 

diversified and builds custom single-family 
homes, additions, remodeling and light 
commercial. Bob’s business has been built on 
customer satisfaction. “Our clients are mostly by 
referral of happy homeowners who are thankful 
for the quality and attention to detail, as well 
as our personal service. They are confident in 
recommending us to their friends and family,” 
Tedesco said. 

The best advice he received came from his 
father who was also a builder, “Build every 
house to the expectations and standards you 
would demand for yourself.” Bob practices this 
on a daily basis and requires his superintendent 
to do the same.  This philosophy has been vital 

in Silverado’s ability to grow in today’s economy.  
Bob has been very pleased with the 

opportunities and support BIA has offered him. 
“BIA has been instrumental to my company’s 
success,” he commented. “I have developed 
relationships with member architects, sub-
contractors and suppliers who share our 
same goals.” Silverado regularly participates 
in the Parade of Homes. “The exposure is 
tremendous,” he said. In November, Bob was 
contacted by Luxury Home Quarterly Magazine 
to profile Silverado Custom Homes in their 
spring 2010 issue. When Bob asked them how 
they found his company they said, “Through the 
Building Industry of Southeastern Michigan.” 

“Join BIA and get active in the Association,” 
Bob advises. “If you are currently a member, get 
involved. There are many opportunities to help your 
business succeed but you need make the effort 
and utilize the advantages of being a member.”

Bob is active in giving back to the community. 
He is an annual contributor to the Detroit Zoo, 
Rochester Avon Recreation Authority and Oakland 
County Deputy Sheriff’s Association Children’s 
Benevolent Fund. He has made several donations 
and contributions to Habitat for Humanity and 
encourages his clients to donate windows, 
cabinets and fixtures, when remodeling homes. 
Bob enjoys playing the drums, fishing, scuba 
diving and spending time with his wife Suzanne 

and 6 year old daughter Jacklyn. n




